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Grading criteria for learners’ writing 
 

 5 4 3 2 1 

a) Task 
fulfillment 

All content 
points asked 
for the task 
are included. 

Most content 
points included 
and/or with a 
little relevant 
information 

Some of the points 
inadequately 
covered in the task 
and with some 
irrelevant 
information. 

Considerable 
omission of the 
points asked for 
the task and/or 
considerable 
irrelevant material 

Most of the points 
are omitted and/or 
irrelevant material 

b) Text 
organization 

Ideas 
effectively 
well organized 
and linked. 
Requires no 
effort by the 
reader to 
follow the 
idea. 

Ideas mostly 
well-organized 
but with minor 
problems. It can 
be followed 
with little effort 
by the reader. 

Ideas inadequate 
organized at times, 
requires some 
effort by the reader 
to follow ideas. 

Ideas with little 
organization. 
Requires 
considerable effort 
by the reader to 
follow ideas. 

Ideas with very 
Little organization. 
Requires 
considerable effort 
by the reader to 
follow ideas. 

c) Accuracy of 
grammar 

None or only 
one minor 
error of 
grammar. 

Two or three 
minor errors in 
the grammar 
expected for the 
level. 

Several minor 
errors of the 
structures 
expected for the 
level. 

Frequent and 
major errors of 
grammar. Poor 
control over 
grammar for the 
level. 

Very frequent and 
major errors of 
grammar. Very 
poor control over 
grammar for the 
level. 

d) Accuracy of 
vocabulary 

None or only 
one minor 
error of 
vocabulary 

Two or three 
minor errors 
expected for the 
level. 

Several minor error 
of vocabulary and 
maybe occasional 
major errors of the 
vocabulary 
expected for the 
level. 

Frequent and 
major errors of 
vocabulary. Poor 
control over 
vocabulary for 
level. 

Very frequent and 
major errors of 
vocabulary very 
poor control over 
vocabulary for the 
level. 

e) Spelling  None or only 
one spelling 
mistake. 
Possibly more 
mistakes but 
only in 
ambitious 
words beyond 
level. 

Two or three 
minor errors 
expected for the 
level. Maybe 
more mistakes 
in ambitious 
words beyond 
level. 

Four or more 
spelling mistakes 
within the 
vocabulary 
expected for the 
level. 

Frequent spelling 
mistakes. 

Very frequent and 
spelling mistakes 
maybe even 
causing difficulty 
for the reader in 
working out the 
intended word 

f) Punctuation  Full command  
of punctuation 
and/or 
capitalization 
with maybe 
one error. 

Two or three 
errors of 
punctuation or 
capitalization 

Four or more 
errors of 
punctuation or 
capitalization. 

Frequent errors in 
punctuation. Little 
control over 
punctuation and 
capitalization. 

Very frequent 
errors in 
punctuation. Very 
Little obvious 
control over 
punctuation and 
capitalization. 

 


