
 

WORD CHALLENGE 2019 – 2020 
SPELLING-BEE 

1 abbreviation (n) a short form of a word or phrase 

2 accelerated (adj) made faster 

3 accountant (n) 
someone who keeps or examines the records of money received, paid, and owed by a 
company or person 

4 acquaintance (n) a person's knowledge or experience of something 

5 adaptable (adj) able to change easily when necessary 

6 advantageous (adj) having a good effect 

7 advocate (v) a person who supports something 

8 amazingly (adv) very surprisingly 

9 announcement (n) something that someone says officially, giving information about something 

10 anthropologist (n) a scientist who studies human behaviour 

11 appear (v) to start to be seen or to be present 

12 archaeological (adj) the study of objects belonging to ancient times 

13 architect (n) 
a person whose job is to design new buildings and make certain that they are built 
correctly 

14 argument (n) a disagreement, or the process of disagreeing 

15 assisting (v) helping 

16 astonishing (adj) very surprising 

17 attribute (v) say that something is responsible for something else 

18 backpack (n) 
a large bag used to carry things on your back, used especially by people who go camping or 
walking 

19 bargain (v) negotiate a price 

20 blizzard (n) a severe storm with high winds and low visibility 

21 bonding (n) the process of becoming emotionally close to other people 

22 boomerang (n) 
a curved stick that, when thrown in a particular way, comes back to the person who threw 
it 

23 bracelet (n) a piece of jewellery that is worn around the wrist or arm 

24 brightness (adj) luminousness, luminance, luminosity, light 

25 bread (n)  a food made from flour, water, and usually yeast, mixed together and baked 

26 breath (n) the air that goes into and out of your lungs 

27 breathe (v) to move air into and out of the lungs 

28 bustling (adj) busy and crowded 

29 caffeine (n) a chemical, found for example in tea and coffee, that is a stimulant 

30 camouflage (n) something an animal uses to make it difficult to see 

31 campaign (n) 
a planned group of especially political, business, or military activities, intended to achieve a 
particular aim 

32 canopy (n) the top level in a rain forest 

33 carefully (adv) with great attention 

34 challenge (n) something that tests a person's abilities 

35 chant (n) a kind of rhythmical song that uses only one or two notes 

36 chore (n) a job or piece of work that is often boring or unpleasant but needs to be done regularly 

37 clumsiness (n) slowness 



 

38 cockpit (n) place in an aeroplane where the pilot sits 

39 coincidentally (adv) when two things happen together by chance 

40 colleague (n) a person you work with 

41 comfortable (adj) 
Comfortable furniture and clothes provide a pleasant feeling and do not give you any 
physical problems 

42 community (n) 

the people living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because of 
their common  
interests, social group, or nationality 

43 complain (v) to tell someone formally that something is wrong 

44 concern (v) worry 

45 connection (n) the state of being related to someone or something else 

46 conscientious (adj) hard-working and careful 

47 conservationist (n) somebody whose job involves trying to protect natural environments 

48 contrast (n) a strong difference 

49 controversy (n) disagreement about something 

50 counteract (v) to reduce the effect of something by acting against it. 

51 cove (n) an area of sea partly surrounded by land 

52 cramped (adj) very small with little space to move 

53 crowded (adj) If a place is crowded, it is full of people 

54 cyanide (n) a type of poison 

55 damaging (adj) destructive 

56 dangerous (adj) A dangerous person, animal, thing, or activity could harm you 

57 daydream (n) a serie of pleasant thoughts that distract one's attention from the present 

58 debris (n) broken pieces of wood, stone or metal 

59 decline (n) a fall, a reduction 

60 deforastation (n) cutting down trees 

61 desperate (adj) needing to change a very bad situation 

62 difference (n) the way in which two or more things which you are comparing are not the same  

63 dilemma (n) 
a situation in which a difficult choice has to be made between two different things you 
could do 

64 disappointing (adj) making you feel disappointed 

65 discipline (n) training 

66 discrimination (n) treating a group of people in an unfair way 

67 disgusting (adj) a strong feeling of disapproval and dislike at a situation, person's behaviour, etc 

68 disorganized (adj) not properly planned and controlled 

69 downside (n) the negative aspect 

70 drought (n) a long period when there is little or no rain 

71 earring (n) 
a piece of jewellery, usually one of a pair, worn in a hole in the ear or fastened to the ear 
by a clip 

72 earthquake (n) a sudden and violent shaking of the ground 

73 embarrassing (adj) causing embarrassment. 

74 engaged (adj) having formally agreed to marry 

75 entertainment (n) shows, films, television, or other performances or activities that entertain people 

76 enthusiasm (n) 
a feeling of energetic interest in a particular subject or activity and an eagerness to be 
involved in it 

77 entomologist (n) a person who studies insects 
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78 epilepsy (n) an illness affecting the brain 

79 exposure (n) giving someone a particular experience 

80 fairness (n) justice, what is right 

81 fatigue (n) the feeling of being extremely tired 

82 feudal (adj) 
relating to a social system where most people work and fight for more powerful people 
who own the land 

83 footage (n) filmed material before it is edited 

84 forge (v) make something in difficult conditions 

85 frown (v) to lower your eyebrows, causing lines to appear on your forehead 

86 frustrating (adj) making you feel annoyed or less confident because you cannot achieve what you want 

87 garbage (n) waste material or unwanted things that you throw away 

88 gem (n) something very valuable 

89 glamorous (adj) attractive in an exciting and special way 

90 glitz (n) the quality of being shiny and superficially attractive 

91 gorgeous (adj) extremely attractive 

92 guidebook (n) a book of information about a place, designed for the use of visitors or tourists 

93 gymnastics (n) 
physical exercises and activities performed inside, often using equipment such as bars and 
ropes 

94 hammock (n) type of bed which is hung bentween two trees 

95 happily (adv) pleased 

96 hardship (n) something that makes life difficult 

97 harsh (adj) unpleasant and difficult to live in 

98 haven (n) a place where people or animal can escape to 

99 hilarious (adj) extremely funny and causing a lot of laughter 

100 humorous (adj) amusing, funny 

101 hurricane (n) a storm with a violent wind, in particular a tropical cyclone in the Caribbean 

102 hypoxia (n) the feeling of being sick and short of breath when you are at high altitude 

103 igloos (n) domed houses made of snow 

104 incredibly (adv) unbelievably 

105 inexperienced (adj) having little knowledge or experience of a particular thing 

106 innovations (n) new developments 

107 keyboard (n) 

the set of keys on a computer or typewriter that you press in order to make it work, or the 
row of keys on  
a musical instrument such as a piano 

108 landmark (n) an important historical moment 

109 leading (adj) very important or most important 

110 limitless (adj) without end 

111 luggage (n) 
the bags, suitcases, etc. that contain your possessions and that you take with you when 
you are travelling 

112 magazine (n) 

a type of thin book with large pages and a paper cover that contains articles and 
photographs and is  
published every week or month  

113 mammoth (n) is a large, hairy, extinct elephant 

114 marvellous (adj) extremely good  

115 militia (n) an armed group 

116 mummies (n) Preserved bodies from Egyptian tombs 

117 mutton (n) meat from a sheep 
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118 mystery (n) strange/unknown thing 

119 narrow (adj) 
having a small distance from one side to the other, especially in comparison with the 
length 

120 neighborhood (n) a district, especially one forming a community within a town or city. 

121 neon (n) a kind of bright artificial light 

122 nightmare (n) an unpleasant dream 

123 opponent (n) the person you are competing against 

124 opportunity (n) 

an occasion or situation that makes it possible to do something that you want to do or 
have to do,  
or the possibility of doing something 

125 outlandish (adj) very strange 

126 outstanding (adj) very, much, better than usual; excellent 

127 overcome (v) to defeat or succeed in controlling or dealing with something 

128 overjoyed (adj) extremely happy 

129 overwhelmed (adj) feeling very emotional 

130 paragliding (n) 

the sport of jumping out of an aircraft with a special parachute that allows you to travel a 
long horizontal  
distance before you land 

131 parish (n) the area that a church serves 

132 partnership (n) a relationship in which two or more people or groups work together 

133 passport (n) 
an official document issued by a government, certifying the holder's identity and 
citizenship 

134 percentage (n) a rate or proportion per hundred 

135 phenomenon (n) something that is observed to happen or exist 

136 photograph (n) a picture produced using a camera 

137 picturesque (adj) attractive - like a picture 

138 pilgrimage (n) a journey to a holy place  

139 politician (n) a member of a government or law-making organization 

140 pollinate (v) carry pollen from one flower to another 

141 pouring (adj) raining very heavily 

142 prawn(n) a small sea animal with a shell and ten legs, that can be eaten 

143 pressure (v) oblige 

144 primatologist (n) a scientist who studies primates (monkeys and apes) 

145 raid (n) a quick attack 

146 rampage (v) behave in a wild and violent way 

147 rehearsal (n) 
a time when all the people involved in a play, dance, etc. practice in order to prepare for a 
performance 

148 renowned (adj) famous 

149 require (v) to need (something) 

150 reservoir (n) man-made lake to store water for consumption 

151 resilient (adj) strong 

152 resource (n) something useful and valuable like money or materials 

153 revenue(n) money earned 



 

154 rewarding (adj) 

giving a reward, especially by making you feel satisfied that you have done something 
important or useful,  
or done something well 

155 routine (n) a usual or fixed way of doing things 

156 rubbish (n) food, containers, etc that we throw away 

157 saxophone (n) a musical instrument 

158 schedule (n) a list of event with the times when they will occur 

159 scientist (n) an expert who studies or works in one of the sciences 

160 scratch (v) to move your fingernails backwards and forwards across your skin 

161 sealskin (n) the fur and hide of a seal 

162 shades of (n) variations of the same color 

163 shrine (n) a place where people go to meditate or pray 

164 shrinking (n) getting smaller 

165 skydiving (n) 
a sport in which a person jumps from an aircraft and falls for as long as possible before 
opening a parachute 

166 skyscrapers (n) very high buildings 

167 sleepwalk (v) walk around and sometimes perform other actions while asleep 

168 sneakers (n) a type of light, comfortable shoe that is suitable for playing sports 

169 snowboarding (n) the activity or sport of moving over snow using a snowboard 

170 stamina (n) 
the physical and/or mental strength to do something that might be difficult and will take a 
long time 

171 stare (v) to look intensely and for a long time at something 

172 staring (adj) looking, as if in shock or disbelief 

173 stream (adj) narrow, shallow river 

174 struggle (n) a fight or battle 

175 successful (adj) accomplishing an aim or purpose 

176 suggestion (n) an idea, plan, or action that is suggested or the act of suggesting it 

177 sunblock (n) a strong type of sunscreen, that prevents any of the sun's rays from reaching the skin  

178 swimsuit (n) a piece of clothing that you wear for swimming 

179 tenement (n) a large building divided into apartments in a poor area of a city 

180 terrifying (adj) very frightening 

181 thrilling (adj) extremely exciting 

182 tinseltown (n) another name for Hollywood 

183 trace (v) to find someone or something that was lost 
184 tracker (n) a local expert who knows how to follow the tracks of animals and to find them 

185 tracksuit (n) 
a loose top and trousers, worn either by people who are training or exercising, or as 
informal clothing 

186 trumpet (n) 

a brass musical instrument consisting of a metal tube with one narrow end, into which the 
player blows,  
and one wide end. Three buttons are pressed in order to change notes 

187 tusks (n) two extremely long teeth of an elephant 

188 typhoon (n) a very strong tropical storm 

189 umbrella (n) a device for protection against the rain 

190 uncomfortable (adj) not feeling comfortable and pleasant, or not making you feel comfortable and pleasant 

191 underground (adj) below the surface of the earth , below ground 

192 unspoiled (adj) in the natural state 
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193 vilify (v) say bad things about someone or something 

194 vintage (adj) old 

195 volunteer (n) 
a person who does something, especially helping people, willingly and without being 
forced or paid to do it 

196 voyage (n) a long journey, especially by ship 

197 waterproof (adj) water-resistant 

198 waterskiing (n) 
a sport in which you are pulled along the surface of the water by a boat, while balancing on 
a pair of skis 

199 wetsuit (n) 

a piece of clothing, usually made from rubber, that covers the whole body closely and is 
designed to keep  
you warm when you are swimming, especially in the sea, for long periods 

200 wrestling (n) a sport where the contestants try to throw each other on the ground 

 


